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RWA NEWS
The Latest from Our Work

Visiting Our Partners in Paris
and Budapest

RWA is part of the EASI project
under Equal, a funding strand of the
European Social Fund. The project is
for asylum seeking women without
permission to work. One element of
the project is transnational partner-
ship work, to advocate an improved
vision for the reception of asylum
seekers and to demonstrate improved
methods of working to influence 
policy in the EU. Our transnational
partners on the project are France
and Hungary. This year Yinka
Ogunniyi represented RWA on two
trips to Paris and Budapest.

In Paris, partners met to discuss the
various activities that are to be 
delivered as part of the project. We
also met various project partners
who are already delivering. We 
visited a theatre and a language
class for asylum seekers run by
Cimade, our transnational partner in
France. The theatre was based in a
derelict building in a suburb of Paris.
It aims to bring out the creativity of
students through drama as well as
using that medium to learn French.
While we were there, we talked to
students about their experiences in
France and about using drama to
learn English. We also watched 
students perform. 

In Hungary, we visited our partners
Menedék and the Cordelia
Foundation who work solely with
asylum seekers and provide various
services for them, including language
classes. We were also at the Helsinki
Committee Office on our visit. They
provide legal services to asylum
seekers at various refugee reception
centres. We also learned about Nane,
the only women’s organisation in
Hungary. This was established in
1994 and mainly helps women affect-
ed by domestic violence.

A full version of this report is 
available on our website at
www.refugeewomen.org/partner

Newsletter Evaluation

Thank you to all those who took part
in the evaluation of our newsletter in
August 2005. Three lucky women
won a prize each for taking part.
However we have decided to circu-
late the evaluation forms again to
gather more responses. The results
of the evaluation will be published in
a later issue of the newsletter.

New Volunteers

As always, volunteers are coming
and going... In August we said good-
bye to Carolyn who had been helping
out with the newsletter since June.
We welcome Dulce and Vera who are
helping out with finance. Ila, who
was a newsletter volunteer in June
and July, came back to help out some
more in August and September.
Thank you all for your hard work! 

Correction

In the previous issue of Refugee
Women's News, we printed a range
of information about Burma, the
Burmese refugee camps in Thailand,
and the Gateway Protection
Programme. Normally when we print
information that was compiled from
a range of sources, we list these at
the end, but this time we omitted to
indicate our sources. The information
on page 13 of Refugee Women's News
issue 34 was compiled by our 
volunteer Ilaben from the following
sources: The Guardian, Tuesday 17
May 2005; The Guardian,
Wednesday April 27 2005; Shan
Women's Action Network (SWAN),
www.shanwomen.org; the UNHCR
website, including Refugees
Magazine Issue 107 online and
www.unhcr.org.uk/resettlement; and
lastly the Forced Migration Online
Research Guide on Burma, written
by Patricia Hynes (available at
www.forcedmigration.org/guides/fmo
019/title.htm).

Launch of LORECA on 12
October 2005

RWA is a partner of London Refugee
Economic Action (LORECA), a new
pan-London project aimed at 
supporting refugees to enter 
employment, training and enterprise. 
LORECA aims:
• To develop solutions to address the
barriers faced by many refugees;
•To strengthen the capacity of
refugee community organisations 
to support refugees towards 
employability;
• To increase the refugee sector's
strategic influence in Government. 

The launch event featured Andy
Burnham MP, Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State, whose remit 
covers refugee integration, along
with additional speakers from 
government, industry and the
refugee community. Refugee artists
Nagat el-Mahi and Zory displayed
their work, through Refugees & the
Arts Initiative. Works for Me, a
multi-ethnic recruitment newspaper,
has endorsed the launch. The first
edition of the LORECA Employment,
Training, and Enterprise Directory
was also released at the launch.
Attendees were invited to join the
LORECA Network, which will share
best practice and engage in employ-
ment, training, and enterprise 
policy issues. 

For further information on the
launch of LORECA, please call
Stephanie Schreiber at 020 7089
2735 or email loreca@osw.org.uk.

LORECA's Delivery Partnership 
consists of the Refugee Council,
Refugee Women's Association, UK
NARIC, and Off the Streets and into
Work (which leads the project). The
European Social Fund, the Learning
and Skills Council and the London
Development Agency fund LORECA. 
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ContentsDear Friends,
The feature topic for this issue
sparked a lot of discussion and 
controvery for us at RWA. Can and
should we talk about terrorism? Isn't
the subject too political? Should we
become involved? In the end we
decided that it is legitimate - and
important! - for us to discuss the
impact that the London bombings
have had on the lives of refugee
women in London.

On the day of the bombing, RWA
held a Job Search class for refugee
women health professionals at our
training venue in Islington. Many
women never made it to the class on
that day because there was no public
transport available - others walked
for hours and took buses all across
town simply to make it to the class.
Two months later, we talked to the
women to find out how they had
experienced that dreadful day, and
how it has affected them since. You
can read the account of these conver-
sations on pages 4 and 5.

Race crimes have been alarmingly
high since July 7th, and on pages 6
and 7 we reproduce a roundup of
racist violence since the bombings
collected by the Institute of Race
Relations. One page 8, Forward
Maisokwadzo of the Refugees and
Asylum Seekers and the Mass Media
(RAM) Project discusses the role of
the media in condoning and often
even inciting this sort of abuse. On
page 9, you can find out more about
the government's new anti-terror
bill, published on 15th September, as

seen by the civil liberties organisa-
tion Liberty. And on pages 10 and 11
you will find a very moving account
of the day by Nousheen Ashtiani, a
refugee woman and a team leader at
the Refugee Arrivals Project.
Nousheen was in the first carriage of
a tube train as it exploded near
King's Cross station, and here she
shares her feelings about the 
horrible event.

Rather than painting a bleak picture
of fear, this issue speaks volumes of
individual courage; the anonymous
woman on the tube carriage that
calmed everyone with her words of
“you are ok”; a determination to 
continue to take public transport and
carry on with life as normal; friends
and colleagues supporting each other
with getting to work, with getting
through the shock and trauma of
their experiences.

We would like to thank all the con-
tributors for this issue, particularly
Nousheen, Angele and our clients
from the Islington class who have so
generously shared their stories with
us to give strength to others.

We would like to dedicate this issue
to those who lost their lives in the
attacks. Our hearts go out to
their families. We mourn
their loss, but they will
never be forgotten. 

Peace to all People

No apology
to the unjust soldiers
no apology
to the poison holders,
no apology
to the robbers of light,
no apology
to those who love to fight.
No apology
to the breakers of hearts
to those who hate the sun of life.
No apology
to the lovers of wars
no apology
to the closers of life's doors.

God, don't let people die
to the enemies of freedom

no apology

Brikena Muharremi

The poem here is reproduced from
the anthology Crossing the Border:
Voices of Refugee Women, edited
by Jennifer Langer (Five Leaves
Publications, 2002). For more
information visit 
www.exiledwriters.co.uk

Brikena Muharremi was born in
Kosova in 1978 and came to
England in 1995 when she was 16.
She started writing when she was
only nine. She has had 30 poems
published in Albanian and in
1994, won first prize in Literature
for the Young Poetesses of Kosova. 

EDITORIAL 
from all of us at RWA
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"I  thought  I  had  come  to  the
UK  to  find  safety…"  

On the day of the bombing, RWA held a Health Care Assistants English &
Job Search Class at our training venue in Islington. Many women never
made it to the class on that day because there was no public transport
available - others walked for hours and took buses all across town simply to
make it to the class. Two months later, we talked to the women to find out
how they had experienced that dreadful day, and how it has affected
them since. Here, you can read the conversation between eight of our
clients from Somalia, Mexico, Congo, Eritrea and Turkey their English teacher
Carol and Corinna Ditscheid about the day of the bombings and the anti-
Muslim backlash that it caused for them. Names have been ommitted to
protect our clients’ right to anonymity.

F: I remember feeling very scared
that day.

Y: I was shocked!

A: I was late for our English class on
that day. I was near Euston and
there were no trains. So I started
walking to try and get a bus to
Islington instead. In fact I walked
past Tavistock Square and I even
saw the bus that exploded from a
distance. I thought it was an 
accident! 

Carol: I couldn't get a train that day
either. I thought this was just typical
London public transport: train delays
all the time! So I took the bus
instead. It is only when we got here
and realised there were so few of us
that we realised something must be
wrong. We switched on the radio and
found out there had been bombs. We
were terrified. We heard Tony Blair
speak and I thought he too sounded
very scared - not at all like someone
in charge!

F: I had a doctor's appointment on
that day to be assessed for later sur-
gery. The people on the television
said not to go out, so I called the 
hospital and they said I shouldn't go,
that I should stay home instead.
S: I was trying to come to the class
but got stuck waiting for a train at

Brent Cross for about forty minutes.
In the end I took the bus and was
going to change onto another bus and
then the Jubilee Line, but on my way
I got a text message from my daugh-
ter. She said: “Mum, are you alive?
Come home!” Oh my god. I had had
no idea. When I finally got home
again I saw the images on the televi-
sion and I got very scared then. I
know I will die one day but I didn't
want to die then, and leave my 
children.

Y: My son leaves for work an hour
after me. When I heard what had
happened I tried to call his school
but I couldn't get through. I must
have tried 100 times. I was terrified.
I had to go to work but I was miser-
able. When I arrived at work, my
employer told me the school had
called and that my son was alright. 
I felt such huge relief! I had been so
afraid. My employer said it was fine
for me to go so I left to go get my
son, but when I arrived at his school
a friend's mother had taken him to
her house. So I went to meet him
there and from there we tried to
make our way home. My son looked
so pale and miserable when I picked
him up! He was very weak but there
were no trains running, and we
couldn't get a bus for a very long
time either. So we had to walk as
much as we could. When we finally

got home it was 8 o'clock at night.
My son was sick for 3 days after this,
and when it came to going back to
school the week after, he would not
go on the underground. I had to trav-
el with him, and when I left for work
I had to make sure that someone,
like the neighbour, was with him so
he would not be alone. He was very
scared. I think it is shocking that
there is not more protection for peo-
ple in the area that I live in. If you
go to Central London, there are
police everywhere! But around here
you can hardly see any police. To me
this is a racist issue, but I believe all
people should be treated equally and
we all deserve the same amount of
protection from violence.

S: I saw a woman in a hijab who was
told by people on the street that she
might be carrying a bomb. She was-
n't even carrying a bag or anything!
There was a policeman there but
instead of protecting her against
their abuse, all he said was: "Let me
give you some advice for your own
benefit: Take off that veil".

F: But this is my faith, to wear the
veil. It is what I believe in!

Carol: Why would people from one
group have to change just because of
another group's prejudices?



N: Not all Muslims are terrorists!
Why should we be blamed?

F: I sat on a bus in my veil and a
young boy who sat next to me called
me a terrorist. He was maybe ten or
11. His mother didn't say anything
at all! People should teach their 
children better.

Y: I think people today just don't
have enough time to spend with their
children. So the children do not get
educated properly, they lack moral
values.

E: But it is not just about lack of
time. Some people actually believe
that committing these atrocities will
get them to heaven!

N: The day reminded me of my home
country, the day the war broke out.
That day too I was in school, and I
had to make my way home somehow.
The 7th of July here was similar: I
was in English class, and somehow I
had to make my way home, feeling
scared, with no public transport
available. It was bad to be reminded
of the violence at home in this way.

S:

When the war started in Somalia my
children were in school. I went to get
them and we fled Mogadishu. We
were on the road for a month or so,
fleeing the violence. My daughter
contracted malaria during this time;
it was awful. I thought I had come to
the UK to find safety, and I lost
everything to find this safety, but on
7th July I could only think: "My God,
where can we be safe? Where can we
go?" I think we will have to build a
safe place in the sky somewhere. 
No country is safe.

K: People are so different and we
should accept those differences and
everybody should be equal. But the
reality is not like this. I live in Essex
in a small town and there is not
much diversity there. I get racist
leaflets from the BNP through my
letterbox every week, and since the
bombings I can tell that people there
look at me even more suspiciously. I
feel more comfortable in London
because people are from all over 
the world here and I feel that I
belong more.

Y: But even in London there is a lot
of racism. I don't think the British
mix very well with other communi-
ties at all. Everybody sticks to them-
selves. I think this is actually 
very racist.

S: I have been lucky, personally I
have never experienced any racism
and no one has ever abused me
because of my broken English or the
colour of my skin or my hijab. I have
good neighbours too, which is impor-
tant to me.

N: Islam says you shouldn't hate, you
should love everybody.

K: Our culture says that too. We
should respect and celebrate 
people's differences.

Thank you to all of you for
speaking to us about your 
experiences and feelings!

Dying Young

My friends
Are all dead

The souls
I used to write with

Sing with
The songs of freedom

On the mounts of Esfahan

Those familiar smiles
Knowing sparkles in their eyes

Souls who knew me,
Are now wandering at 

night
Hovering over the blue mosques
Brushing away from the sound of
Azaan

From the navy sky of a
suffocated town

The sounds 

Which throttled the songs 
of freedom

In our mind

And why would god
Play the devil's advocate?

Was he not merciful?
Was he not kind? 
Did he not whisper softly

In my ears
Sweet lullabies of Erfaan

From the silver throat of 
the moon?

Did he not gently
Stroke my hair

Through the kind hands of
the midnight breeze?

Where did I leave him behind?
Where did the devil hide my
mercy?

In the grave of some rotten corpse
Of ignorance and need?

In the lethargy of decayed beliefs?
Or in the fire of lust and greed?

My friends are dead
All beautiful and young

But through the silence of the 
night

Lives on the whisper of their song.

Shirin Razavian 

Shirin Razavian was born in
Tehran but fled her country to
start building a new life in
London. The poem here is repro-
duced from the anthology The
Silver Throat of the Moon: Writing
in Exile, ed. by Jennifer Langer.
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Racial  Violence  after  the
London  Bombings

Research by the Institute of Race Relations' (IRR) over the weeks following
the London bombings shows that racially motivated attacks are a daily
occurrence and many appear, through the use of offensive language, 
to be a consequence of the bombings. 

On its website, the IRR lists the many incidents of racial violence that have
come to its attention in the two months between 7 July and 7 September.
Here, we reproduce a few of these to illustrate the scope of the violence.
Undoubtedly, many more incidents are never reported. 

• 7 September 2005: A 39-year-old
man driving along the A43 in
Northampton is racially abused and
then sprayed with water through his
open car window by white men in
another car. 

• 3 September 2005: A mother and
her two children are left terrified
after a 20-strong mob surround their
Caerphilly home, throw rocks and
shout racist abuse. One brick smash-
es a window and narrowly misses 2-
year-old Tyler Ford. His mother,
Angharad Ford, 21, confronts the
mob and has clumps of her hair
pulled out. Police arrive and disperse
the crowd but they return later to
shout more abuse.

• 28 August 2005: This is Local
London reports that the Patel family
in Borehamwood has suffered a two-
year racist campaign, which has
worsened since the London bomb-
ings, that has left them frightened to
leave their home. In the last week,
60-year-old Suresh Patel has been
racially abused and attacked walking
to the shops by a gang of eight
youths; he is deaf in one ear after an
attack last year. 

• 26 August 2005: The Asian News
reports that a Muslim family from
Hyde, Manchester, are accused of
being bombers by a white family as
they enter Alton Towers fun park.
They inform security guards at the
park who separate the two families;
the guards then insist on searching
the Muslim family's car for 'bombs'.

• 20 August 2005: Two children,
aged seven and 13, are racially
abused as they walk to nearby shops
on the Nunsthorpe estate in
Grimsby. The following day, the two
children are again racially abused by
a larger gang of youths; the incidents
leave them too sacred to leave their
home. 

• 18 August 2005: A refugee family
from Turkmenistan, Mahmud and
Tarana Tahrov and their ten-year-
old son Araz, are attacked by dogs in
a Leeds Park.

• 17 August 2005: Huddersfield
Daily Examiner reports that an
Asian family living in the Thornhill
area of Huddersfield had pigs' heads
left in the garden of their home
where a bedroom window was also
smashed. 

• 15 August 2005: A 15-year-old
black schoolgirl is attacked by two
white men as she waits for a bus in
Peterborough. The men approach the
girl and racially abuse her and then
begin punching her until she drops
her school bag; they steal her bag,
phone and £2 bus fare. 

• 2 August 2005: Cumbria Online
reports that Carlisle's 300-strong
Bangladeshi Community is being
advised to stay away from the
Botchergate area after a rise in
racist attacks. 

• 9 August 2005: An Iraqi man living
in Cardiff is assaulted by four white
men in Bridgend in the early hours.
He is punched, kicked and hit over
the head. 

• 8 August 2005: A young Kurdish
asylum seeker is singled out as he
walks along the street. He is abused
and called a 'bomber' and when a
bystander intervenes and puts him-
self between the two young men, the
white man throws a punch at the
Kurdish man, cutting his lip and
causing bruising. 
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•  1 August 2005: An Asian mother,
30, together with her two young
daughters, is racially abused, kicked
and spat at by a white couple in
Clacton, Essex. The man, in his late
30s, makes specific reference to the
London bombings. 

• 1 August 2005: Imran Bhatti, 25, is
abused as he walks along the street
in Norwich; he is accused of being a
'bomber'. (His brother, Fiaz had lost
his fiancée Benedetta Ciaccia in the
London bombings).

• 31 July 2005: Vandals cover ten
homes on a housing estate in east
Hull with racist graffiti which reads
'no asylum', 'white power' and 'no
Muslims'. 

• 30 July 2005: Three Indian people,
two men and a pregnant woman, are
abused and spat at on a bus in
Torquay by a white man who makes
'insinuations' about them carrying a
rucksack and tells them to speak
'English in England'. 

• 29 July 2005: Mohammed
Suleman, his wife Clare and their
seven-month-old daughter are target-
ed by a gang of racists in Siddal,
Halifax, who follow them home and
attack them again. The family are
racially abused, punched, kicked and
attacked with crowbars; the police
have moved the family for their 
safety. 

• 23 July 2005: The BNP delivers
leaflets to homes near Baitul Futuh
mosque in St Helier, south London,
with a picture of the bombed bus in
Tavistock Square with the heading
'Islamic Terror'. 

• 22 July 2005: A shop owned by
Muslims in the Harehills area of
Leeds is set alight in an arson
attack. 

• 20 July: Anti-Muslim slogans are
daubed on a bridge over the A46
Lincoln bypass near Burton village
in Lincolnshire. 

• 16 July: A mosque in Cardiff
receives racist hate-mail followed by
a break-in, in which animal parts are
left at the mosque. 

• 12 July 2005: A 15-year-old girl
walking her dog, is approached by
two white women who tell her to 'get
out of their country' and then push
her to the ground punching and 
kicking her. 

• 11 July 2005: The home of a
Muslim family is torched in a 
suspected arson attack in Torquay. 

• 10 July 2005: The Islamic Centre
in Rose Lane, Norwich, is vandalised
in a racist attack; four windows are
damaged. 

• 10 July: Racist graffiti is daubed
on the pavement outside Park
Primary School, Stratford, and on
the wall of a home belonging to a
Pakistani family nearby. 

• 9 July 2005: Six windows are bro-
ken at a mosque in Easton, Bristol. 

• 8 July 2005: Al Madina Jamia
mosque in Leeds is petrol bombed.

• 8 July 2005: Worshippers outside
Carlisle's Brook Street mosque are
racially abused. 

• 8 July 2005: A man threatens to
bomb Hendon Islamic Centre and
Mosque in London. 

• 7 and 8 July 2005: Asian-owned
businesses are targeted in the
Cheshunt area of Hertfordshire.
£26,000 worth of damage is caused
after vehicles are driven through the
front of five businesses, two Indian
restaurants and three shops. 

• 7 July: Pork is dumped outside the
Dulwich Islamic Centre in south-east
London. 

• 7 July 2005: A mixed race post-
man, working in Airdrie, is racially
abused and has cans of lager thrown
at him, just hours after the London
bombings. A gang of thugs call him a
'suicide postman'. 

• 7 July 2005: Two bottles containing
an accelerant are thrown through
the windows of a Sikh temple in
Belvedere, Kent. 

• 7 July 2005: An Asian woman from
Hayes, Middlesex, reports an
attempted arson attack after she
finds petrol has been poured through
her door. 

• 7 July 2005: An Asian family from
Southall report an attempted arson
attack.

• 7 July 2005: Sha Jalal mosque and
the Pakistan Community and
Cultural Centre in Edinburgh are
daubed in racist graffiti.



8

Asylum  Attacks  -  
The  Role  of  the  Press

Immediately after the bombings in London on 7 July, we started to witness 
a series of highly questionable articles, largely in the tabloid press, portraying
asylum-seekers as terrorists. According to the Institute of Race Relations (see
pages 6 & 7), there was a significant rise in racial attacks following the
London bombings. But the media in general is reluctant to admit any role in
this process, although some journalists are now more anxious about the
impact of their work. 

Writing in The Independent (Friday
29 July), columnist Johann Hari
noted that suddenly "every notion of
restraint on the past of the press
evaporated. The British media had
been admirably responsible in 
their coverage of the Islamist 
attackers…but refugees are 
evidently a different matter."

Perhaps the worst example was the
Daily Express's highly inaccurate,
front-page story  'Bombers are all
spongeing [sic] asylum-seekers -
Britain gave them refuge and now all
they want is to repay us with death'
(Thurs 27 July). The well-respected
Campaign for Press and Broad-
casting Freedom (CPBF) thought
that the article was so inflammatory
that it made an official complaint
about it to the Press Complaints
Commission, the body that regulates
the newspaper and magazine 
industry. CPBF said the article was
inaccurate because 'at the time that
this was written, the identity of the
two of the suspected bombers was
unknown.' It also drew attention to
the 'repeated failure to put the words
'alleged' or 'suspected' before each
and every use of the words 'bomber'
and 'killer' throughout the text - the
Daily Express, like nearly every
other newspaper in Britain, is com-
mitting a gross inaccuracy by simply
ignoring the plain fact that, under
the British law, suspects are inno-
cent until proven guilty.'

The Daily Express published another
highly questionable story on 22
August, headlined: “One in four ter-
ror suspects are asylum seekers.”

The story began: “A quarter of all
suspected terrorists arrested in
Britain since the September 11
attacks are benefit-scrounging asy-
lum seekers, it emerged yesterday.”

But, we discovered, the paper had
published a strikingly similar story,
based on exactly the same statistics
a full six months earlier. The Daily
Express had already reported the fig-
ures - given to Parliament in a writ-
ten ministerial answer - on 28
February, under the headline
'Asylum seekers make up 25 per cent
of all terror suspects.' This story
began: "A quarter of terrorist sus-
pects seized by the British security
services since the September 11
attacks are asylum seekers, it has
emerged.' It continued: “They make
up 182 of the 717 arrests carried out
by police using emergency anti-terror
powers.” So is this recycling of old
figures a mistake or calculated
deception? To me the answer is sim-
ple: it's the latter. This is bad jour-
nalism at its very worst.

These stories are a clear attempt to
tamper with the public's emotions,
which are still running high from the
terror attacks. The Daily Express,
like other mass media, has a journal-
istic duty to inform the public about
what is happening in our communi-
ties in which we live. But, by pre-
senting old figures as 'news', it is
determinedly manipulating public
opinion with half-truths and dubious
journalism.

Both the Association of Chief Police
Officers and research recently 

commissioned by the Mayor of
London have pointed to links
between negative media reporting,
increased community tensions, and
hostility and violence aimed at 
asylum-seekers.

The news media here, like anywhere
else in the world, have a responsibi-
lity to inform their audiences only
with accurate, impartial and well-
balanced information and news - but
this simply cannot take place when
the media set themselves up as a
judge, jury and executioner. It is 
a travesty of justice that news 
organisations should run a cam-
paign, whatever the aim, based on
whispers, rumours and innuendo.
Such practices - whether they are
driven by a blind pursuit of bigger
media audiences and increased prof-
its, or other agendas - reduce an oth-
erwise noble profession into an
instrument of prejudice and 
oppression.

The dangers of this one-sided, 
agenda-skewing journalism are clear
to all who cherish press freedom and
democracy. The RAM Project urges
all media outlets to loudly condemn
suicide bombers but in a manner
that doesn't create tension and
hatred within our respective 
communities across the UK.

Forward Maisokwadzo

Forward Maisokwadzo is
Communications Officer for the
Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
and the Mass Media (RAM) Project. 



9

The  Government's  New  
Anti-TTerror  Bill

On 15 September 2005, the Government published details of its new 
anti-terror Bill. Here, we list the key features of the new bill and discuss
some of its dangers as seen by the civil liberties organisation, Liberty.

The main points of the new Bill 
will be:

• Clause 19 extends the maximum
period of detention prior to charge
from 14 days to 3 months. 

• There will be a new offence of 
indirectly inciting terrorism with a
very broad definition. 

• There will be a new power created
to ensure that those who glorify 
terrorist acts may be prosecuted. 

• There will be a proposal to change
the grounds for proscription, so it
will become possible to proscribe
organisations which glorify 
terrorism. 

• The Bill will make it an offence to
tackle dissemination of radical writ-
ten material by extremist bookshops.
The offence will be one of publishing
and possessing for sale of publica-
tions that indirect incite terrorist
acts or are likely to be useful to a
person committing or preparing an
act of terrorism. 

• The Bill will make attendance at
terrorist training camps an offence. 

• The Bill would amend section 128
of Serious Organised Crime and
Police Act 2005 (SOCAP) to extend
the offence of criminal trespass to
cover licensed civil nuclear sites. 

• The Bill would extend disclosure
notice powers conferred on prosecu-
tors under Chapter 1 of Part 2 of
SOCAP to investigations into the

commission, preparation or instiga-
tion of acts of terrorism. The inten-
tion is to ensure that if people hold
information that is relevant to a ter-
rorist investigation, there is every
incentive for them to divulge it. 

• The power for the Security Service
to carry out certain activities over-
seas has been dropped. 

• The Home Secretary has said he
will be working with the CPS and
intelligence agencies to see whether
a change would be possible which
would allow for more sensitive 
evidence - perhaps including inter-
cept evidence - to be used while safe-
guarding sources and methods and
the rights of the defendants. It is
hoped to complete this by the end of
the year. 

Responding to the new bill, Shami
Chakrabarti, Director of Liberty said:

"There may be some measures in this
Bill worthy of constructive scrutiny,
but as currently drafted, it would
reintroduce internment and make
loose talk a serious criminal offence.
Both measures are as dangerous to
our freedoms as to our safety."

On the new offence of 'glorifying' ter-
rorism and its dangers for free
speech, Shami Chakrabarti said:
"You can be found guilty of encourag-
ing terrorism even when you had no
such intention. Glorification is so
broad that the Home Secretary will
take powers to determine which his-
torical figures were terrorists and
which freedom fighters."

Liberty believes that the concerns of
the police and security services about
the need to ensure adequate investi-
gation time need to be taken serious-
ly. However we believe that there are
more proportionate methods of
ensuring adequate time and facilities
for evidence-gathering. 3 months
detention would be the equivalent of
serving a six month custodial sen-
tence without ever having been
charged with a criminal offence. It is
30 times the maximum pre-charge
detention period for every ordinary
criminal offence including murder,
rape and organised crime.

For more information, contact the
Liberty Press Office on 020 7378
3656 or visit their website at
www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk
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I  am  a  Survivor!

Nousheen is a Team Leader at the Refugee Arrivals Project in Hounslow. She
came to London as a student in the late 1970s and made the UK her home
after she finished her studies. She goes to work everyday to help others on
their way to safety. Living in North London, she travels almost three hours on
public transport every day to make her way to RAP's offices near Heathrow.
On 7 July, she found herself in the first carriage of the tube train that explo-
ded near King's Cross station. Here, she tells us about surviving the attack.
Her strength in dealing with the trauma of the bombing is inspiring, and we
are deeply grateful to her for sharing her feelings with us in this way.

I would like to tell you about 7 July
as I experienced it. It is important
for me to do this - I need to share my
feelings with others as a way of cop-
ing with what happened. 
On the morning of July 7th I was
running late for work. I got to
Finsbury Park station at about
8:40am. A train pulled into the plat-
form and it was very full. I remem-
ber thinking there must have been
some cancellations previously
because the station was so full of
people. Still, because I was late, I
pushed myself into the first carriage
of the train and stood there, my back
to the doors. I always go for the first 
carriage because it makes getting out
of the station quicker at the other
end of my journey. When we arrived
at King's Cross station a few people
left the train so I moved further
inside the carriage. I was now stand-
ing in the middle of the carriage, my
face towards the driver's cabin 
holding to a vertical bar. 

Everything happened so quickly it is
hard to describe it. All of a sudden
there was the loudest bang. A flash
of light, followed by complete dark-
ness. I was thrown to the floor, and
people were thrown on top of me.
The air turned black and scorched
air filled my lungs. I thought I was
going to die.

After a while I managed to get up.
Some were screaming. Some were
praying. Some were quietly crying,

but all were in shock. I screamed too.
A few were trying to calm us down.
One of them shouted: "Switch on
your mobile, so we can see each
other." Soon, after we had some
light, I saw a woman facing me cov-
ered in blood, and I screamed even
more. At the end of the carriage
there was a woman with a child, and
she was screaming badly. I can still
hear her now - her screams still fill
my head.

Then a woman reached out to me. I
did not know her, she was a stranger
like everyone else on the train, but
she tapped on my shoulders and said
"You are okay, you are okay", over
and over again. Her words comforted
me, she tried to give me hope. She
was the first on the train to give all
of us hope, to tell us we would be
alright. I only wish I could see her
now to thank her…

Everything around us was black. The
air was thick with smoke and dust. I
could hardly breathe through it. I
was wearing a light scarf that day
and thankfully I remembered from
my first aid training that one should
avoid breathing in the smoke direct-
ly. So I covered my mouth with my
scarf and this felt better. Around me
people were still trying to shine light
with their mobile phones. We had no
idea what had happened or what was
going to happen. I was still afraid I
was going to die. Everybody around
me shared the same fear. 

Suddenly, people started moving
towards the driver's carriage. Soon
the driver was telling us to get off
the train and walk along the tracks.
I followed them and was about to
climb out of the train when I 
remembered that this might be very
dangerous. I asked the driver:
"Which track is live?" He said I
should just follow the others. So I
did. It was a very quiet procession.
Nobody spoke, nobody tried to push
to get to the front of the queue and
get out more quickly. We just walked
along the tracks quietly in a most
civilised manner. It felt like a very
long walk. I am not sure how long it
was, but I would say it was probably
a good 30 minutes. When at long last
I saw the green light of a station at
the end of the tunnel, I thought,
finally, that I was going to survive. I
was overcome with relief.

It was Russell Square station that
we were walking towards. When we
got there, we still had no idea what
was going on. The staff helped us up
onto the platform and told us to sit
down. They brought water and 
blankets, because so many of us were
shivering, as well as bandages for
minor injuries. Only then did I look
down at myself and realised that my
hands and arms were covered in
blood. I had little pieces of glass
lodged in the skin on my arms. My
new jacket and my trousers were
covered with blood, my own blood
and others'. I felt through my hair
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and retrieved more glass. I even felt
a piece of glass in my mouth, and
inside my shoes. I had been walking
all this way, paralysed with fear, and
never even realised I had glass in my
mouth, in my shoes, in my hair and
inside my pockets… 

Most people all around me were hurt
and we were wondering why there
were no ambulances, no paramedics,
and no police. When we asked the
platform staff, they said it was going
to take a while, as there had been
other incidents in the area. Suddenly
we began to understand we had been
the victims of a terrorist bomb
attack.

A woman was being carried onto the
platform by other passengers. She
looked dead, but I did not see any
blood on her. She must have died of
asphyxiation. There was a man with
a shattered leg who had a belt
around his leg to stop the bleeding. I
was looking all around and I couldn't
believe what I was witnessing. It was
too much to take in. Finally the
police arrived and we were taken to
a bed and breakfast nearby. 

A doctor spoke to all of us. To this
day, I am angry at that doctor. He
looked at my hand and said that I
would be fine. I told him that my
ears hurt and that I could not hear
well. Again he said I would be fine.
When I went to see my GP that
afternoon because I was still in pain,
he too said that I would be fine. If
only I had been properly assessed by
a doctor immediately, I could have
been spared so much pain. 

After a while we had to be evacuated
from the building we were in because
apparently there had been another
bomb scare. We found out later that
this was the bomb on the bus, which
went off nearby. We were moved to a
college building, then back to the
same B&B where we had originally
found shelter. 

All of this moving around was very
disturbing. Police came and took our
details. Then we were all given a
card indicating the number and
severity of the injuries we had sus-
tained. We were asked to take this to
our GP. After this, we were asked if
we were able and confident to walk,
and then we could go. There was
another man who was going in my
direction, so we started walking
together. Later his wife came and
picked us up and took us home.

Finally I was able to call my partner
and tell him I was okay. I was deeply
shaken, but I felt so glad to talk to
him, and then to see him a little bit
after that. I felt so thirsty and so
hungry. I called my GP to make an
emergency appointment but as I said
he too only said that my hand was
okay, and that my ear would be back
to normal with time. But my hand
became more and more swollen, and
was very painful. I couldn't touch it
or do anything with it. I couldn't
wash myself, I needed help with
everything. So I went to the hospital
after two days and this is when they
told me that I would have to have an
operation to remove pieces of glass
from my forearm. I was also told that
both my ear drums were perforated
and that I had to go to an ENT 
hospital for that. 

On that day of the bombing, I
received many phone calls from all
over the world. Friends and family
called from Iran, from the United
States, from Canada, from Sweden
and Germany. I told them I was
okay. I was not able to tell them
what had happened, that I had been
hit. I didn't want to worry them, and
in a way it was also too much for me
to comprehend myself.

After a few days, the forensic team
came to my house to take my 
statement. They wanted to examine
the clothes I had worn on the day. I
was so angry about what happened
to me that I told them they could
have all my clothing together with
my briefcase, my beautiful silk scarf
and everything that reminded me of
that day. I gave more than three
interviews. It was deeply difficult,
but they were good people, and very
sympathetic. We had to go through
every small detail, therefore I felt
extremely weak afterwards - it was
tiring and painful to go through 
it all again.

For weeks after, I could not conceive
of going back on a train. When at
last I got onto a tube train again, it
was with my partner. I had to hold
his hand and felt very scared, but I
also felt I had to do it to get back to
normality. The Victoria line train we
were on ended up stuck in a tunnel
because of an unattended bag at
Vauxhall. This was terrible for me
and I felt very scared, but I 
also needed to be strong 
and get on with my life.

I went back to work after four weeks.
My colleagues gave me a very warm
and loving welcome. Everyone was
very kind to me. A colleague who
lives nearby rearranged his travel-
ling time to travel with me to work
everyday so that I did not have to go
on my own. We would go in a bit
late, and come home a bit early, so as
to avoid the jammed trains at rush
hours. Even now I cannot get on a
full train. If a train is too full, I let it
go past. I will let four or five trains
go past if they are all too full; I sim-
ply cannot make myself get into a
crowded train. Even crowded places
are a bit scary to me now.

But going back to work has been
good. At home, I was sitting by
myself, worrying and fretting, reliv-
ing the horrible memories. I needed
to get on with my life, to feel that I
was doing something. I cannot let the
terrorists win over my life. So going
back to work has been a way 
of taking back my life. I am back
among people, doing what I know is
right, helping others. Only when I sit
on a train now and see people with
big bags, I am terrified. I hate to
admit it, this fear of others, but it is
true. I feel scared and suspicious.

Sharing my feelings about the day in
this way is also a way for me to
express my anger at the men who
did this. I am very angry with them,
although I do not hate them. They
were so young, they knew nothing of
life, and they were brainwashed into
committing these atrocities and giv-
ing their own lives too. They hurt
ordinary people like me on their way
to work. They did not achieve 
anything but sorrow and loss. 
Being alive, contributing to society,
that is what life is all about. But
their lives were simply wasted. I feel
sorry for the families of the killers,
who must now be dealing with a very
troubling loss themselves.

It now turns out that I lost 15 per
cent of my hearing in the attack. And
the noises in my head… the doctor
now says they may never go away.
Over time, they will get less, but my
head and consciousness will never be
the same as they were before the
attack.

But I have since found another truth.
I now know that I am a survivor!

Nousheen 
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Iranian & Kurdish Women’s Rights Organisation

The Iranian and Kurdish
Women's Rights
Organisation is one of
the many groups that
were originally set up
with the help and 
support of RWA's
capacity building 
project. Here, Corinna
Ditscheid talks to IKRWO
Director Diana Nammi
to find out more about 
the work of the 
organisation.

How did IKWRO first come
about? Please tell us about the
history of the organisation 
so far.

I remember it very well. Three of us,
three women from Iran and
Kurdistan, sat down together and
decided it was time to do something.
We wanted to help newly arrived
refugee women from our countries
access their rights and entitlements
in this country. We wanted to offer
them support with the issues they
face when they come to live here,
such as immigration problems, hous-
ing issues, language barriers, access
to schools and benefits. Many women
from our communities also face
domestic violence, forced marriage
and are in danger of honour killings,
so we wanted to help them escape
that form of violence, and generally
help them get the information they
need to access various support serv-
ices in this country.

We needed help to set up our group,
so we went to see RWA's Capacity
Building Worker (this was Feride
Baycan at the time). This was back
in 2002 and it was very useful. At
first we had been daunted by the
amount of paperwork and bureaucra-
cy involved in setting up a project in
England, but the capacity building
service at RWA made things very

easy for us - we found help step by
step, from registering the group as a
charity and writing a constitution, to
raising funds and recruiting volun-
teer workers. The first funding we
obtained was a grant of £450 from
EC1 New Deal - now this sum seems
very small, but at the time it was an
immense achievement! 

Next of course we needed office space
to do our work from. The Federation
of Iraqi Refugees, with the help of
The Peel Institute, offered us a desk
space for two days a week until
September 2004, and this was very
generous, but what we really needed
was a safe and confidential place for
women to come to. Now we have a
new office space in Islington and
there is a reception desk downstairs
and the worker on duty will always
call to inform us of any visitors
before letting them in, so nobody can
come in without our permission. It is
very important to ensure that women
fleeing violent partners feel safe! We
have managed to secure funding for
this new office from the Islington
Community Chest and Awards 
for All.

Since opening our new offices women
have just come flooding in! So in that
sense we only started seeing clients
properly from October 2004. At the
moment our work is carried out on a
voluntary basis. I am the Director of
the Organisation, but I am effective-
ly a full-time volunteer. My colleague
is also a full-time volunteer, and we
have one other volunteer who works
as needed. Our next priority is to
apply for further funding so we can
start paying salaries.

What are the problems faced by
the women who come to you, and
how exactly do you help them?

Most of the women who come to us
are experiencing domestic violence or
fleeing forced marriages and honour-
based crimes. We offer drop-in advice
sessions in our offices, and we also
do outreach work and run an advice
line. 

Many women who come to us also
have immigration problems. With
the help of solicitors, we support
them and most of them have been
successful in being granted leave to
remain. We often accompany women
to court and write expert letters to
support their claims about the risks
they face - here and in their home
countries. When necessary we
involve the police. What has been
crucial to our work is that we have
managed to find the support of a few
very good solicitors who genuinely
want to help and feel responsible for
the people they work for.

In addition to this, we run two fur-
ther projects at the moment. One is
called ‘Women Towards Jobs’. This
involves a job search training course
where we build women's confidence
and help them access the UK labour
market. The course includes help
with CV writing, applications forms,
and mock job interviews. We actually
film women so they can look at them-
selves and better identify their
strength and weaknesses. We also
run an IT course for women. This is
in its second year and it is proving
very beneficial for women. It is 
funded by the South East London
Foundation and aims to build
women's confidence. Most of the
women who come to us have never
touched a computer, because it was
always their husband's prerogative
to do so. So it is very important for
their self esteem to learn this new
skill. It makes them feel confident
that they can achieve change and
positive things for themselves when
they embark on their new lives with-
out their violent partner.

The second project we run is called
‘Hear Me Out’. This is specifically for
children and young people and aims
to build their confidence through art.
By encouraging them to draw, paint,
or dance we are giving them a
chance to express themselves and get
out and enjoy themselves.

But really the main problem facing
the women who come to us is 
honour-based violence. At IKWRO
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we help individual women fleeing
honour crimes at a grassroots level.
In addition to this we are also a part
of the ‘International Campaign
against Honour Killings’ which I
established. This is aimed at net-
working on a much larger scale to
raise awareness and to make links
with other groups all over the world.
Honour killings are an international
problem, so we need to work interna-
tionally to combat them. One big 
priority we have at the moment is
the launch of the website for the
campaign (see URL below). The 
website will provide information on
the problem of honour crimes and
aim to raise the profile of the 
campaign. The site will also collect
the names and stories of the thou-
sands of women who died because of 
honour-based violence. So far, there
are about 600 names in our register,
but there are many more women who
were killed in the name of honour. It
is a very hard but an important task
to find all their names. A web page of
the site will act as a memorial to
these women, so that they will
always be remembered.

Supporting women fleeing vio-
lence must be a very difficult
and sensitive task. What are
some of the problems that you
encounter in this work?

One of the difficulties we face when
trying to help these women is the
lack of refuges. Most London refuges
are full, and there are no refuges
specifically for women fleeing 
honour-based violence in the UK.
Not all women would want to stay in
a shelter for Kurdish women - some
might actually be afraid of others in
their community if they experienced
violence at the hands of that 
community in the past. But many
women do feel isolated in a shelter
where nobody shares their language
and culture, so that service should
really be provided for those who
would benefit from it. Sadly the
councils aren't always very helpful
when we try to find safe accommo-
dation for women fleeing honour-
based violence. They know of the

problem to an extent, but they never
take it seriously enough. They do not
seem to understand that the women
we work for are seriously at risk of
being killed. There is lack of under-
standing of the issue of honour
killings even with police. Sometimes
even they do not take the problem as
seriously as they should.

The largest problem, however, is the
issue of so-called 'cultural 
relativism'. When Heshu's father
pleaded guilty to her murder*, his
life sentence was reduced to 14 years
because the judge found his culture
had to be taken into account when
considering the crime he committed.
This is saying that culture is more
important than a woman's life, and it
is in fact a very insidious form of
racism against women. All women
should be entitled to the same rights,
and perpetrators too should be treat-
ed equally before the law. If it is out-
rageous for a British woman to be
killed by her father to protect the
family's 'honour', then it should be
equally outrageous for a Kurdish
man in Britain to do the same.

You are right that the nature of the
work we do is very sensitive - often it
can even be very dangerous. That is
why it is important to us to raise
awareness of women's rights, of their
right to live and of the need for equal
rights for women and men in our
communities. We need a modern and
safe society where everyone (men,
women and children) can be safe and
aware of their rights, respecting each
other and their rights. Our work is
so important to us because it really
does save lives.

* Heshu Abdullah was killed in
London on 16 October 2002. Her
father was charged for the murder
and trialed before the Crown Court.
For more information on Heshu’s
case, see Issue 23 of Refugee Women’s
News, June and July 2003.

Visit the website for the
International Campaign against
Honour Killings at
www.stophonourkillings.com.

the
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My husband was an officer in my
country's army, and we lived in
Kinshasa, the capital of my coun-
try. When President Kabila (the
first) arrived with his army in May
1997, life became very hard for the
soldiers who had worked under for-
mer President Mobutu. This was
very difficult for my husband who
was a professional soldier and had
served 32 years in the army. After
two years of persecution he died of
a heart attack.

After my husband’s death, life
became even harder for me and my
children. I had stopped working for
economic reasons. Life is not easy
for military widows, despite the
fact that so many soldiers died to
protect their country. The monthly
pension we received was insignifi-
cant and the payment was not
made regularly, so we never knew
when we would receive money. 

Sometimes we (the widows) had 
to spend the night at the pension
payment place because they failed
to give us our money but we didn't
have the money to travel back
home and come back another day.
We also often had to queue for
hours under the hot sun. One day 
a lady fainted and died. She had
come with her son and they took
her to the hospital, but the poor
boy didn't realise that his mother
had died. So life was really very
miserable.

Then, in September 2000, a terri-
ble thing happened. It broke my
heart and changed my life forever.
My second son, who was living in
England  with his half sister at the
time , died. He had been living in
England since 1992 when he was
only nine years old. He was a good
friend and a very good student. He
was loved by many.

He was also a very good footballer.
His manager, Martin King, was
hoping to transfer him to Aston
Villa. Sadly on 22nd September
2000 he was stabbed to death by a
young man of 16 in Betts Park in
Penge, South East London. He was
only 17 years old. It was such a big
shock to me and all my family in
Kinshasa. I had not seen my son
since he had left for England!

The Metropolitan Police invited me
and my children to attend my son's
funeral in London. They paid for us
to travel to England, so we did, and
my son was buried at Elmers End.
The funeral was such a terrible
moment in my life. A memorial
bench has been erected for him in
Betts Park, paid for by the resi-
dents of the nearby estate.

Leaves  of  Life
My name is Angele Baluti, I am from
Kinshasa in Congo. I am the third child 
in a family of ten children, two boys 
and eight girls. Two of my sisters are
dead so eight of us remain. 

My father is alive. I lost my mother last
year. I am a widow and I had three 
children: two sons and one daughter,
but only two of my children are alive
now. When I met my husband he was
divorced and he had three children
which I adopted.



Now I live in London as a refugee.
I try to forget these tragic events in
the past and live for the future.
Sometimes I feel nostalgic about
my country because many of my
friends and almost all of my family
live there. But everyday we receive
bad news from the Congo. People
are killed and suffering all kinds of
misery. There is nobody to help the
Congolese. Congo is actually a very
rich country, but the people are
dying of hunger. Can you under-
stand this? People are also lan-
guishing unjustly in jails. In the
East and the North of my country
in particular there is unimaginable
cruelty. Women are raped on a
massive scale, it is like a carnage. I
remember in the late 1990s 17
women were buried alive in the
East of the country by soldiers
from Rwanda. This kind of cruelty
really is unimaginable. 

The people of Kinshasa are in fact
living in a state of psychosis. Every
day people are killed, you cannot
walk about, everybody is a poten-
tial killer. Everyday dead bodies
are found that have been horribly
mutilated.

So now I am a refugee in the UK.
A refugee's life is not easy - one
feels tormented and torn between
two worlds: the world that you left
behind and the one that you are
trying your best to settle in. Every
day you hear bad news about the
atrocities going on in your home
country. Physically you are far
away from it, but emotionally you
are still feeling the pain of the
missing people and of those who
are being tortured and killed. You
cannot sleep you become so afraid
of bad news. It is very hard to live
the life of a refugee.

But after all this, instead of hating
people, I have decided to help those
in need, those who are suffering.
So after studying hospital adminis-
tration in my home country I am
now studying with RWA to become
a healthcare assistant.

I wrote all of this down because I
want to encourage all those who,
like me, have know suffering in
their past. I would like to tell them
that they are not alone. Together
we should try to find a useful occu-
pation that will contribute some-
thing to this country that gave us
shelter. We have to look at the
future.

Angele Baluti

Thank you Angele for sharing
your story with us and giving
others strength and hope!

Angele’s son Danny Wandangu
who was tragically stabbed to
death in London. 

Danny was an excellent footballer
and a very good friend to many. 

LLeeaavveess  ooff  LLiiffee......

... is a section dedicated to the
real-life stories of the refugee
women who come to us and whom
we meet through our work. The
title for this section is inspired by
a Turkish saying, whereby leaves
are evocative of life but also 
resonate with the connections
between different stories and lives.

If you would like to contribute
your story, please do not hesitate
to contact us! Call Corinna on 
020 7923 2412 or email her at
corinna@refugeewomen.org.uk!
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LET’S BUILD UP

Funding Resources Funding & Grants

Fruitful Funding: A Guide to
Levels of Engagement

This guide by Julia Unwin was 
published by NCVO's Sustainable
Funding Project in May 2005.
Sustainability is not just about 
having sufficient resources; it is also
about the way the funding is applied:
the level and type of 'engagement', or
relationship between funder and
recipient. For a free copy please 
contact the NCVO Helpdesk on 0800
2 798 798 or find the guide online at
http://195.167.181.220/asp/uploads/u
ploadedfiles/3/621/fruitful%20fund-
ing.pdf

ECAS European Funding Guide

The ECAS European Funding Guide
is in its 11th fully revised and
expanded edition. It constitutes an
essential handbook for organisations
seeking to learn more about
European Funding. It includes five 
sections which focus on: EU funding;
Foundations; Structural Funds;
Internal Budget Lines; and External
Budget Lines. The ECAS guide pro-
vides a focal point, covering all
potential EU funds in a practical
handbook. This includes tips on how
to apply, whom to contact for further
information on each programme and
lots of links to websites and email
addresses at different geographical
levels. ISBN: 2-87451-001-7. Order
from the website at
www.ecas.org/Publications/
2374/default.aspx?ID=294

The Jack Petchey Foundation

The Foundation gives grants to 
programmes and projects that bene-
fit young people aged 11-25. Grants
are given through different pro-
grammes including: Achievement
Award Scheme, Leader Award
Scheme, Projects Grants and
Sponsorship. Grants of over £17 
million have been given since the
Foundation was established in 1999
(£6.5 million in 2004). For further
information go to http://www.jack-
petcheyfoundation.org.uk/

Jill Franklich Charitable Trust

Grants are typically £500 to £1000.
There is little uncommitted cash.
The Trust is soliciting applications
from organisations helping and 
supporting refugees and asylum-
seekers in the UK. To apply, appli-
cants should write, enclosing their
last annual report and accounts and
a budget for the project. The
Trustees tend to look more
favourably on an appeal which is
simply and economically prepared.
Please check exclusions before you
apply at www.jill-franklin-
trust.org.uk. Applications should be
sent by email to apply@jill-franklin-
trust.org.uk or by post to Jill
Franklin Charitable Trust, 78 Lawn
Road, London, NW3 2XB.  Please
remember to include 
a telephone number.

J. Paul Getty Jr. Charitable
Trust

The Trust aims to fund projects to
alleviate poverty and misery with
priority to areas outside London and
the South East. The Trustees favour
small community and local projects
which make good use of volunteers.
Grants are usually in the £5-15,000
range, for both capital and revenue.
Applications are processed all the
time. Visit www.jpgettytrust.org.uk
for more information.

Big Lottery Funding for Youth
Charities

The Big Lottery Fund is looking to
distribute a further £13 million to
national charities working on 
innovative projects led by and for
young people in England. Under the
National Grants programme, the
Fund is aiming to support projects
that are piloting new initiatives or
providing an existing service in a
new and innovative way. Applicants
are also encouraged to give consider-
ation to how they can develop 
meaningful partnerships to 
maximise the effectiveness of their
projects. The key consideration for
all applications is that young people
are involved in the planning, 
delivery, management and evalua-
tion of the projects. The National
Grants application form and further
details are available on the Big
Lottery Fund's website: www.biglot-
teryfund.org.uk. The Fund will
also be holding pre-application
seminars in October and
November: 24 October 2005
London; 9 November 2005
Birmingham; 14 November 2005
London. If you are interested to
attend, email YPFNAT@biglottery-
fund.org.uk stating your preferred
date. Places are limited so make sure
to book early.
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Training on Funding Events Publications

Training on European Funding
from the European Briefing Unit
at the University of Bradford

• Bid Writing for EU Funded      
Projects
24-26 January 2006, Leeds

The course is particularly aimed at
those who are, or may be preparing
applications for project part-financed
by the European Social Fund - either
as a direct (alternative) bidder to
Objective 1, 2, 3, the EQUAL
Programmes or through Co-financ-
ing. Further details from: European
Briefing Unit, University of
Bradford, Bradford BD7 1DP, Tel:
01274 233832, Fax:  01274 235820, 
Email: ebu@bradford.ac.uk. 
Web: www.brad.ac.uk/acad/ebu

Distance Learning Courses for
Fundraisers from 
The Professional 
Fundraising Consultancy

This consultancy has a range of 
distance learning courses for
fundraisers. Course topics available
include an introduction to charity
fundraising; improving your
fundraising skills and planning and
managing a capital fundraising
appeal. The courses are individually
tailored, include a personal tutor and
participants set their own timetable.
For information visit the website at
www.pfcfundraising.co.uk

Applying for Funding 
Workshop from LVSTC

30 November 2005, 9.30am
Venue: British Red Cross in Croydon
FREE

Participants will explore what consti-
tutes a successful application for 
government, European or charitable
funds. This is a learning workshop
aimed specifically at VCS training
providers. The workshop is scheduled
to run in the morning from 9.30am
and will be a half-day session with
refreshments provided. It is FREE to
voluntary and community sector
organisations. For more information,
contact Ian at ianf@lvstc.org.uk

Women Into Decision-Making:
Achieving Peace and Economic
Justice Seminar

Saturday 5 November 2005 
10am - 5pm (registration from 10am) 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church
Friendship Centre, Shaftesbury
Avenue, London WC1 (Nearest Tube:
Tottenham Court Road)
Cost £5.00 (£3.00 concession); Lunch
(optional) £4.00 
Disabled Access; All welcome!

In the morning session speakers will
explore ways in which women are
making decisions in conflict and post
conflict regions, as well as what UN
Security Council Resolution 1325 on
Women, Peace and Security has
achieved and how it can be strength-
ened. In the afternoon the seminar
will look at ways in which economic
injustices affect women and how they
can be empowered. We shall consider
whether it is possible to prepare a
UN resolution on economic justice
and women modelled on SCR 1325.
For more information visit
http://www.ukwilpf.gn.apc.org/News
Articles/Women%20Into%20Decision
%20Making.html

Breaking Barriers - A
Conference to Help Strengthen
the Voice of Refugee Community
Organisations 

29 November 2005

A conference organised by
Wandsworth Voluntary Sector
Development Agency. It is for 
organisations which provide advice
or support to refugees or asylum
seekers. This one day conference will
be broken into two parts. The 
morning session will focus on policy
and legal updates and challenges 
facing RCOs. The afternoon session
will consist of workshops, which will
be repeated, giving you the 
opportunity to attend two from five
workshops. For further details,
please contact Tosin Adewumi at
WVSDA on 020 8875 2846 or email:
info@wvsda.org.uk

ALG London Government
Directory 2006

The 2006 edition of the London 
government directory is out now. 
It contains a wealth of information
about local government in the 
capital, including all the London 
boroughs. There is also a listing for
hundreds of other London-wide
organisations, government 
departments, the Greater London
Assembly, members, MPs, and
MEPs. This is the essential desktop
guide for anyone interested in how
London is run. The directory costs
£35.00 (half price to voluntary sector
organisations and London boroughs).
There is a 20 per cent discount on
orders of 10 copies or more. A free
pdf version is also available online at
http://www.alg.gov.uk/doc.asp?doc=1
2383&cat=937
For further information and to order
your copy contact Clare Griffin at
ALG, Tel: 020 7934 9764.

Coming Soon: JCWI's
Immigration, Nationality and
Refugee Law Handbook 2005

JCWI's Immigration, Nationality and
Refugee Law Handbook is invaluable
for anyone working in immigration
law and practice. Compiled by a
team of immigration experts, all with
practical hands-on experience in the
field, the handbook offers a wealth of
knowledge that is second-to-none.
The handbook is well known for its
clear and simple style making it 
useful for immigration advisers and
lawyers, as well as individuals 
wanting to understand their 
immigration position. The estimated
publication date for the 2005 edition
is between now and December 2005.
You can order your copy in advance
from www.jcwi.org.uk/publications/
jcwihandbook.html
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RWA’s Students 
Awards Ceremony 
4th October 2005

On 4 October 2005, we organised an
awards ceremony for all the stu-
dents who attended our training
courses between October 2004 and
October 2005. The students were
awarded certificates by Viviana
Rosenkranz, Chair of RWA. Sevil
Serbes performed Persian folk songs
and our very own Roya Ebrahimi
and Simin Azimi joined in to sing
with her. Students also sang and led
the celebrations with laughter. They
also talked about their experiences
of training with RWA. The guest
speakers were Monika Skiljo,
Childcare Tutor at Hackney
Community College, and Dr.
Frances Lefford from the Medical
Women’s Federation. There was
lunch, and a creche for the little
ones. Everyone had a fantastic day.

WWeellll  ddoonnee  ttoo  aallll  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  cceelleebbrraattiinngg  wwiitthh  uuss!!  
GGoooodd  lluucckk  iinn  yyoouurr  ffuuttuurree,,  aanndd  pplleeaassee  kkeeeepp  iinn  ttoouucchh!!



19

WHAT’S ON

Field Notes: Human
Rights Defenders Speak

3 November 2005
1.15pm - 2.30pm
Room D302, Clement House
LSE, Houghton Street
London WC2A 2AE
Admission FREE

In this fifth 'Field notes' event, a
panel of frontline human rights
defenders will discuss the principles
of monitoring human rights 
violations in their countries: their
different methods of collecting and
evaluating information and the ways
in which they develop a strategic
advocacy campaign both locally and
at an international level. For 
information, contact Camille
Barbagallo at the Centre for the
Study of Human Rights, LSE, on
020 7955 6365 or at
c.barbagallo@lse.ac.uk

OCTOBER IS BLACK
HISTORY MONTH! 

EVENTS INCLUDE:

African History Day
Saturday 22 October 2005
10am - 5pm
London Barbican Centre

Details: A family day out to 
celebrate the Black History month
with a main focus on Africa's rich
cultural heritage, diversity and 
contribution of black people to the
development of the modern society.
Come, see and participate in dance,
music and history of the cradle of
modern civilisation. For more infor-
mation: Call 0845 4900 318;
Email: info@regenafrica.com or go to
www.regenafrica.com

Ghosts of Rwanda 
Sunday 23 October 2005
1pm - 5.30pm
Museum of London, London
Wall, London EC2 (Tube: St.
Pauls)
Admission FREE

Whether you've seen or missed Hotel
Rwanda this film is a must to get a
comprehensive understanding of the
Rwanda genocide and understand
the links between Somalia, Rwanda
and Sudan and racism at the United
Nations. For more info contact
etf@100bmol.org.uk.

Nubia Pamper Day
Sunday 23 October 2005
1.30-6.30pm
74 Haydons Road (Community
Hall) Wimbledon, London
(Tube: South Wimbledon)
Admission: £20

Nubia Pamper Day offers a day of
relaxation, health and beauty treats
for black women. The Pamper Day
was recently created for black
women to revisit our traditional
bonding patterns. The day begins
with an introduction to gentle yoga

poses for relaxation, after which
you'll experience the rejuvenating
benefits of Indian Head massage,
hand/foot massage, facial, manicure,
pedicure, make-over and more.
You'll have the chance be pho-
tographed wearing African head
wraps and outfits. Light, health-
aware refreshments will be 
provided. For more information 
contact Michelle Yaa Asantewa at
Nubiapamper@yahoo.co.uk or call
0208 542 2538.

Hands on Caribbean Music
Monday 24, Tuesday 25,
Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27
October 2005
2.30pm - 3.15pm & 
3.45pm - 4.30pm
Horniman Museum, 100 London
Rd, Forest Hill, London SE23 
Admission FREE

Fun family workshop exploring and
trying out musical instruments from
around the Caribbean and the areas
that have influenced them. Children
must be aged three and above and
be accompanied by an adult. Limited
places. Tickets available on the day
half an hour before the start of the
session from the Information Desk.
Please arrive early to ensure a place. 
For information call: 020 8699 1872
or visit www.horniman.ac.uk

Mary Seacole event
Tuesday 25 October 2005
2pm - 4.30pm
Imperial War Museum, Lambeth
Road, London SE1 6HZ 
(Tube: Waterloo)
Admission FREE

Filmmaker Paul Kerr will introduce
a screening of the new drama 
documentary Mary Seacole: The
Real Angel of the Crimea (2005).
After the screening, Paul will be
joined by guest speakers to talk
about the influence that Mary
Seacole has had on nursing and on
Black history and identity. For more
information contact the museum 
on 020 7416 5320 or visit
www.iwm.org.uk

Family Day: 
The Splendours of
Ancient Asia

Saturday 5 November 2005
11am - 4.30pm
Admission FREE

A host of activities, performances
and displays for adults and children
to celebrate the special exhibition,
Forgotten Empire: The World of
Ancient Persia. The programme will
include music, dance, story-telling,
food, art, activities, a treasure hunt
and an audience with Great King
Darius himself. The British
Museum, Great Russell Street,
WC1B 3DG. Tel: 020 7323 8000.
Visit thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/persia
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